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SATAN’S POWER OF DEATH
Clay Bond

INTRODUCTION1

A lot of people in the world, and even in the Lord’s church, have
a misconception of Satan. They see him as a man dressed in red with
a pitchfork in his hand. They fail to understand that Satan is a murderer
(Jn. 8:44), and that he is the one who deceives the whole world (Rev.
12:9). Satan spends all of his time and effort as a soul seeker/soul
winner, and he is very good at what he does! Peter describes him as a
hungry lion which, “walketh about, seeking whom he may devour”
(1 Pet. 5:8). This is what Jesus wanted Peter to realize when He said:
“Satan hath desired to have you” (Lk. 22:31). Satan won a battle with
Peter when he denied the Lord, but he won the war with Judas.

Satan is good at what he does. If we allow it, he will take advantage
of us (2 Cor. 2:11). We need to know our adversary, our opponent in
this spiritual warfare. This is the only way that we can keep from giving
him an opportunity to work in our lives (Eph. 4:27). The tragedy is that
so many are under Satan’s dominion and they do not even know it.

“Satan’s Power of Death” will be dealt with in this study. We will
consider how and when Satan brought death into this world. We will
also consider Satan’s power and how he manages to use God’s law to
his own advantage. Finally, we want to discuss how and when Satan
was defeated and lost his power.

SATAN’S CONQUEST
Death Enters The World

After God created man, He placed him in the Garden of Eden.
Regarding the garden, God gave man the task “to dress it and to keep
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it” (Gen. 2:15). God informed Adam that he could eat from every tree
in the garden, except “the tree of the knowledge of good and evil”
(Gen. 2:17). God made it clear to Adam that the day he ate of the
forbidden tree, a horrible thing would enter the world—DEATH (Gen.
2:17).

Eve disregarded the Word of God, ate of the forbidden tree, and
encouraged her husband to do so as well (Gen. 3:1-6). Both, Adam and
Eve, violated God’s Law; therefore, they committed the first sin. Do we
really understand why sin is so serious? God made clear in His
instructions to Adam that death is the result of sin. Paul emphasizes the
same thing to us, the only thing sin has to offer you is death. He
penned: “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have
sinned” (Rom. 5:12).

Death entered the world through sin. Sin entered this world through
Satan. We see that man’s propensity to sin is the result of Satan’s direct
or indirect influence. There is no Scriptural indication that either Adam
or Eve were inclined to defy the Word of God until Satan tempted Eve.
It was Satan who instructed her to ignore God’s warnings; it was he
who enticed her to eat from the forbidden tree; it was he who tempted
her to do that which her Creator had forbidden. How appropriate it is
that our Lord described him as “the tempter” (Mt. 4:3). Since Satan
introduced sin, he is characterized as the “murderer” of the human
family (Jn. 8:44). Every time man sins we can be assured that, in one
way or another, Satan has a part in it.

Satan brought sin into this world knowing full well that death
would follow for man. He tempted Adam and Eve to violate God’s Law
knowing that, if they would succumb to his temptation, death would
pass upon all men and that God’s creation would be forever changed.

What is the nature of this death that Satan has brought about? Is it
spiritual death or physical death? Does Genesis 2:17 and Romans 5:12
refer to the breech of fellowship between the Creator and His creation,
or the physical decay which was brought about by man’s fall? Or,
perhaps, both are indicated. Some brethren have written very well
worded conclusions on this very subject.

Regarding Romans 5:12, Tom Wacaster says:
It would seem in view of the context here, spiritual death is
under consideration. We do not deny that physical death is
included among the consequence of Adam’s sin. But the context
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points most definitely to spiritual rather than physical death. This
conclusion is strengthened by the following clause. “Death
passed unto all men, for that all sinned” (Rom. 5:12). Spiritual
death passes unto all men for the simple reason that all men have
sinned, this truth having been established in Romans 3:23.
It was through Adam that death entered, or was introduced to the
world. He then clarified precisely how it is that men thus die:
“for that all sinned.” The inescapable conclusion is Adam only
introduced sin into the world and his descendents merely
participated in the same. They were not guilty of his sin, they
only had the opportunity to sin themselves because sin had now
been introduced to them. Each man had to make the choice as to
whether he would or would not sin. But Paul has already proven
that all men sin (Rom. 3:23).2

Commenting on Genesis 2:17, Billy Bland writes:
The death indicated here would be separation from God’s
fellowship. Sin is that which separates us from God (Isa. 59:1-2).
Those who live in sin are said to be “dead” while they are alive
(1 Tim. 5:6). The Ephesians had been those who were dead, but
had been made alive (Eph. 2:1-3). Paul states that death has
passed upon all men, for all have sinned (Rom. 5:12). Some,
however, have died physically who have not sinned (i.e. babies).
Paul wrote, “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). The
death in this passage is in contrast to eternal life (spiritual),
therefore the death must be spiritual. Some hold that God meant
physical death is a consequence of sin, since we are separated
from the tree of life. Since both spiritual death and physical
death are consequences of sin, this writer sees no violation done
to the text with either view, but my personal view is that the
death contemplated in Genesis 2:17 is spiritual death.3

Do we see why sin is not something that should be taken lightly?
Through the sin of Adam, Satan was victorious in bringing sin, and
consequently death, into the world. Sin causes the death of man’s spirit,
separating him from his Creator, and the death of his body, since he no
longer has access to the tree of life. Satan’s goal was and is, not only to
see God’s creation caught in a downward spiral of physical decay, but
to see the beautiful fellowship of the Creator and His creation destroyed
for eternity.

When we read Genesis 4 and 5, it is evident that man began to age
and to experience physical death. The first recorded case of physical
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death was when Cain, in a jealous rage, murdered Abel (Gen. 4:8).
Genesis 5 is filled with the names of those who were born, lived, and
died, experiencing the separation of their spirits from their bodies,
identified in Scripture as “death” (Jas. 2:26). One thing of which we
can be absolutely certain, death is not our friend. In fact, according to
Scripture, death is an enemy (1 Cor. 15:26).

As heartbreaking and devastating as physical death can be, we must
remember that it is only physical. The souls of the departed live on for
eternity. No, the tragedy of sin is not physical death; the real tragedy of
sin’s entrance into the world is that it brings about spiritual death. All
men have sinned (Rom. 3:23), therefore, all men are subject to
punishment for their sins (Rom. 5:12).

We do not deny that it was through Adam that sin and death
entered the world. However, we do deny that all men share in the guilt
and condemnation of Adam’s sin. We are not “born in sin,” and
therefore guilty of sin at birth, as some affirm. According to 1 John 3:4,
sin is the practice of lawlessness, not the result of being conceived and
born! In suffering physical death, we share in the consequences of
Adam’s sin. Sometimes, even in the innocent state of childhood this
consequence of Adam’s sin is experienced. It must be understood that
there is a big difference between the guilt of sin that causes spiritual
death and the consequences of sin that have brought about physical
death.

The sad reality is, that as human beings we are born into a world
where sin and physical and spiritual death exists (Ps. 51:5). We die
physically as a consequence of Adam’s sin; we die spiritually as a
consequence of our own sins.4 Death is real whether we are discussing
the physical or spiritual. We need only to listen to the radio or read the
obituary section of the newspaper to see that people are daily suffering
the consequences of Adam’s sin. We all have had family members and
friends who have passed from this life.

Some of the great Bible heroes speak of the reality of physical
death. They say such things as:

And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and his eyes were
dim, so that he could not see, he called Esau his eldest son, and
said unto him, My son: and he said unto him, Behold, here am
I. And he said, Behold now, I am old, I know not the day of my
death (Gen. 27:1-2).
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When a few years are come, then I shall go the way whence I
shall not return (Job 16:22).
What man is he that liveth, and shall not see death? shall he
deliver his soul from the hand of the grave? (Ps. 89:48).
And David sware moreover, and said, Thy father certainly
knoweth that I have found grace in thine eyes; and he saith, Let
not Jonathan know this, lest he be grieved: but truly as the Lord
liveth, and as thy soul liveth, there is but a step between me and
death (1 Sam. 20:3).
Now the days of David drew nigh that he should die; and he
charged Solomon his son, saying, I go the way of all the earth:
be thou strong therefore, and shew thyself a man (1 Kgs. 2:1-2).

Death should get our attention; it should really make us think about
life and eternity. According to Solomon: “It is better to go to the house
of mourning, than to go to the house of feasting: for that is the end of
all men; and the living will lay it to his heart” (Ecc. 7:2). Yet, many of
us live our lives as though we have all the time in the world, and as if
there is no such thing as spiritual death. In actuality, we do not know
what is going to happen the next day, the next hour or the next minute.
“Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not what a day may
bring forth” (Pro. 27:1).

Think about the rich farmer in Luke 12. He was not at all worried
about dying. He thought he had all the time in the world, yet God
reproves him saying: “Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required
of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?”
(Lk. 12:20). How many people do we know who are just like the rich
farmer? All they want to do in life is take their ease, “eat, drink, and be
merry” (Lk. 12:19). Such people are not interested in spiritual matters.
In fact, they share in the attitude manifested by Pharaoh when he said:
“Who is the Lord, that I should obey his voice?” (Ex. 5:2).

Today, a great majority of the people go through life spiritually
blind. They allow Satan, the deceiver of the world, to blind their minds.
They allow him to choke the Word right out of their lives with his most
effective weapons: cares, riches and lust (Mk. 4:19). Like the rich
farmer, many go through life paying no attention to God. Consequently
they are totally unprepared for death. Living in the here and now, many
may not be giving due attention to God, but we can be assured that
some day He will have everybody’s attention.
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The rich man in Luke 16 had no interest in spiritual matters.
Simply stated, God did not have his attention. The rich man faced death
unprepared. Only after his unexpected death, when he is in torment,
does God have his attention. We see in this account that it was too late
for him. In eternity his wealth was forgotten and his spiritual poverty
was exposed. As for Lazarus, his previous poverty on earth was
swallowed up in the comfort and peace of “Abraham’s bosom.”
Through this account, our Lord cries out to each of us: “Do not wait
until death is upon you. Prepare to meet me now.”

Death’s entrance into this world should get our attention. If it does
not, then we find ourselves in the awful condition of being subject to
Satan.

SATAN’S REIGN
Death Utilized

Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood,
he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death
he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the
devil (Heb. 2:14).

Ever since death made its entrance into this world, Satan has had
the power of death in his hands. What is this power Satan possessed?
The Greek word kratos, here translated “power,” means “dominion” or
“strength.”5 Not power over death, but sovereignty or dominion of
death.6 Wayne Jackson makes this interesting observation about Satan’s
power of death:

First, it must be stated emphatically that Satan does not posses
the power to directly take human life. If such were the case, all
Christian people would be dead, for he is our “enemy” (Mt.
13:28). The book of Job demonstrates this truth as well. Satan
could only afflict the patriarch as Jehovah allowed, and the Lord
refused to grant permission for Job’s life to be terminated (Job
2:6) God is greater than his adversary (cf. 1 Jn. 4:4). The
reference to Satan’s “power of death” is doubtless an allusion to
the Tempter’s role in the fall of humanity at the beginning of
time. Death reigns as a result of sin (Rom. 5:12). Since the devil
introduced sin, he is characterized as the “murderer” of the
human family (Jn. 8:44). Death, therefore, is an appointment for
us all (Heb. 9:27—with the exception of those who are alive at
the time of Christ’s return—1 Cor. 15:51). Inasmuch as Satan
ultimately shares a heavy responsibility for the sin-death
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equation, in a manner of speaking, he thus is said to have “the
power of death.” Not in a direct sense, but only in an historical,
associated sense.7

As stated earlier, death is the enemy of mankind. Because Satan is
our adversary, death is his friend. The Scriptures make it clear that
Satan desires to see us eternally separated from God (Lk. 22:31). This
eternal separation can only be accomplished through death. A man may
be separated from God by his sin, but as long as he lives, there remains
hope of reconciliation. When the same man dies, never having been
reconciled to God, he is lost for eternity. There is no more hope for that
man. After sin entered the world, Satan had a death grip on mankind.
Death was part of his dominion and his ultimate weapon. Satan desires
man’s death in the fullest sense of the word. He desires not just our
physical death, he wants us to die in our sins—spiritually dead,
eternally separated from God.

Our adversary wants to take advantage of us and we have been
warned not to be ignorant of his devices (2 Cor. 2:11). One of Satan’s
devices (or strategies) is to use God’s law of sin and death to his own
advantage (Rom. 8:2).

We conclude, therefore, that the “law of sin and death” is that
law which pronounced death upon those that sin. That law
existed long before the Law of Moses ever came into existence.
The Law of Moses was introduced, not to remove the conse-
quence of this previous law of sin and death, but to show what
sin is really like. Paul says the “law was added because of
transgression” (Gal. 3:19). It was introduced so that sin “might
be shown to be sin” (Rom. 7:13).8

When a person transgresses God’s law, that individual becomes a
servant of sin. That person finds himself in bondage to sin. John
declared: “Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin” (Jn. 8:34).
When God’s Holy Law is violated, Satan is ready to “swoop in” and
take his prisoners for they have entered his domain. Man’s weakness
is where Satan’s strength resides. Where sin is, Satan dominates (Eph.
2:1-2).

The Scriptures teach that this world lies in wickedness (1 Jn. 5:19).
That explains why Satan is referred to as “the god of this world”
(2 Cor. 4:4). When a person lives in opposition to God’s will, choosing
to live an ungodly, hellish life, he is serving the god of this world. A
soul has been snared, entrapped and imprisoned by Satan. This,
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brethren, is how Satan uses God’s law of sin and death to his own
advantage.

Satan knows the power of God’s Word. The Gospel of Christ has
the power to save souls, to set us free from Satan’s bondage (Jas. 1:21,
Rom. 6:17, Jn. 8:32). All of us have all been taken captive by the
enemy. We have allowed Satan to take advantage of us at his will.
However, we have been given the power to take advantage of him and
to recover ourselves out of his snare. Yet, it is up to us to use it (2 Tim.
2:26). “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me
free from the law of sin and death” (Rom. 8:2).

SATAN’S DEFEAT
Death Subjugated

Satan’s death grip on mankind had to be broken. Just as David took
Goliath’s own sword and cut off the giant’s head with it, David’s
greater Son took Satan’s weapon of death and destroyed him with it.9
The writer of Hebrews reveals how Christ accomplished this, saying:
“Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he
also himself likewise took part of the same” (Heb. 2:14). The context
reveals that Christ was the One who tasted death for every person (Heb.
2:9). As the Word, He could not die. Thus, it was necessary that He
become flesh, God the Son. In order for Jesus to taste death, He had to
become a partaker of the same flesh and blood that all humanity
shares.10 The incarnation of Christ was part of God’s eternal plan to
render Satan powerless. “For this purpose the Son of God was
manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil” (1 Jn. 3:8).
The Gospel is Good News because it reveals to man God’s plan for
Satan’s defeat through Christ.

After Satan’s victory in the Garden of Eden, God made it clear to
the devil that he would be defeated. In Genesis 3:15, we get our first
glimpse of God’s triumphal plan which would ultimately destroy
Satan’s power. There, God said to Satan: “I will put enmity between
thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise
thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel” (Gen. 3:15). The seed promise
was reiterated throughout the Old Testament (cf., Gen. 22:18; 2 Sam.
7:12-14, Isa. 7:14, Mic. 5:2). Matthew 1:21-23 reveals the fulfillment
of those prophecies. In this context, we have an account of Mary, a
young virgin with child of the Holy Spirit, who gives birth to Jesus, the
God-Man. God had made a promise. Despite the length of time, God
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never lost of sight this promise and, at the right time, “God sent forth
his Son, made of a woman, made under the law” (Gal. 4:4).

When Christ came to the earth, taking upon himself the form of a
servant, and the likeness of men, Satan was thoroughly outmatched
(Phil. 2:7). Jesus proved His superiority over Satan when He cast the
unclean spirit out of the man in Mark 5:1-19. The very name of our
Lord causes devils, which are Satan’s minions, to tremble (Jas. 2:19).
When Satan tempted Jesus, in Matthew 4:1-11, he was again out-
matched by the Son of God and was utterly defeated in all of his efforts
to appeal to Christ’s flesh.

Jesus knew that the ultimate victory could only be achieved
through His own death. This is why He taught: “Except a corn of wheat
fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth
forth much fruit” (Jn. 12:24). Jesus was well aware that He would have
to die in order to cast out the prince of this world (Jn. 12:31). He took
the weapon of death out of Satan’s hands and defeated our great enemy
at the cross. Our Lord attested Himself victor when He proclaimed: “I
am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore,
Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death” (Rev. 1:18). Jesus bound
the strong man and spoiled his goods when He provided the remedy for
sin (Mk. 3:27; 1 Tim. 1:15).

Satan once had the power of death, but since Christ’s resurrection,
it is his no more. While Christ was on earth, He was often threatened
with death. Finally, He did die, but as the great Gospel song proclaims:
“Up from the grave He arose, with a mighty triumph over His foes.” By
the glory of the Father, Christ was raised from dead to die no more.
Death no more has dominion either over Him or those who are His
(Rom. 6:4, 9).

When Jesus’ blood was shed, when the innocent laid down His life
for the guilty, death was forever swallowed up in victory (1 Cor.
15:54). Indeed, the seed of woman crushed the power of Satan and
gave us hope of eternal life. In the death of that One, death itself was
abolished and life and immortality were brought to light through the
Gospel (2 Tim. 1:10). The price for sin was paid and we were set free
from the ultimate curse of death by the death of our Lord Jesus Christ
on the cross (1 Cor. 6:19).

The purpose of God’s plan was to restore the fellowship with
mankind that was broken in the Garden of Eden. Through sin, death
had its entrance into the world. Through sin and death, Satan captivates
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and conquers the souls of men. We understand that in warfare those
who have been captured by the enemy are held captive unless and until
they are rescued. When a rescue mission is put together, a lot of
planning goes into developing the right strategy for freeing the
prisoners of war, before it can be carried out successfully. The warfare
in which we are engaged is a spiritual warfare (2 Cor. 10:3-4). Our God
developed a plan. He developed the right strategy so that we can be
made free from Satan’s dominion and be reconciled back to Him.

The Gospel details for us Christ’s death, burial and resurrection
(1 Cor. 15:1-4). When Jesus died, and was raised by the glory of the
Father, He defeated Satan (Rom. 6:4). We know Satan played the
principal nefarious role in bringing sin and death into this world. The
part he played placed the power of death in his hands. Nevertheless, our
God’s working and His power are mightier. Paul stressed:

And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward
who believe, according to the working of his mighty power,
Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead,
and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, Far
above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and
every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that
which is to come (Eph. 1:19-21).

When God sent His Son, He knew what He was doing. Jesus bound
the strong man and, “having spoiled principalities and powers, he made
a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it” (Col. 2:15). “The
death of Immanuel has not broken the curse of physical death, but
through our Savior’s death He has opened up a ‘new and living way,’
by which we may escape the second death.”11 While some may glory
in their own might and riches, Paul could only find himself glorying “in
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Gal. 6:14). At the cross of Christ,
Satan was defeated and death was brought under subjection.

CONCLUSION
Satan certainly had his part in bringing sin and death into this

world. He was victorious in causing a breach of fellowship between
man and God. While he may have dominated in this spiritual warfare
for a time, his dominance ended when his greatest weapon, death, was
unable to defeat Christ Jesus. In Jesus Christ we too can be victorious.
“But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:57). Our Lord’s message of hope to us is this:
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“I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he
were dead, yet shall he live” (Jn. 11:25). The “king of terrors” is no
longer to be feared (Job 18:14).
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